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Aerial view of Salthill by Captain Morgan, 1953. 
Courtesy of the National Library of Ireland
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Claddagh National School

↗ Look out for our object 
labels designed by kids from 
the Claddagh National School



January 
Saturday 13 January, 11.30am – 2pm
TALK & DROP-IN WORKSHOP: Inspired by Burton
Fashion and textile designer/lecturer, Helen Garvey 
will give a short talk about textile and design in 
19th-century Galway and lead an embroidery workshop 
using details from the artwork of Frederic William 
Burton (1816-1900) as a starting point. No previous 
embroidery experience necessary. This event is being 
held in conjunction with the National Gallery of 
Ireland. All materials provided. 
Adults

Saturday 20 January, 2.30pm – 3.30pm 
ILLUSTRATED TALK: Happy Birthday! – 200 years of 
Dublin’s iconic GPO 
The General Post Office (GPO) opened on Sackville 
Street (now O’Connell Street) in Dublin in January 1818. 
One of Ireland’s most famous buildings, it was the last 
of the great Georgian public buildings erected in the 
capital. To mark its bicentenary, join Stephen Ferguson, 
Assistant Secretary and Museum Curator at An Post, 
as he shares the story of this iconic building and the 
people associated with it.  
Age 12+

Saturday 27 January, 2.30pm – 3.30pm
TALK & WORKSHOP: St. Brigid’s Crosses
Join Brendan McGowan, Museum Education Officer, 
to learn about some of the folklore and traditions 
associated with St. Brigid and her feast day, and 
afterwards have a go at making various types of Brigid’s 
crosses.
Family / Age 8+ / Adults

February 

Saturday 3 February, 2.30pm – 3.30pm
ILLUSTRATED TALK: Ó Conaire & the Russian 
Revolution of 1917
On 4 February 1918, some 10,000 Irish republicans 
gathered at the Mansion House in Dublin to support the 
Russian Bolsheviks. On the eve of the centenary of this 
event, join writer and socialist Aindrias Ó Cathasaigh 
as he discusses the politics and political writings of 
Pádraic Ó Conaire, with particular reference to the 
Russian Revolution of 1917. 
Age 12+
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Saturday 10 February, 2.30pm – 3.30pm
ILLUSTRATED TALK: Galway Pubs of Old 
Legend has it Oliver Cromwell gifted the building 
today known as ‘The King’s Head’ as payment for the 
execution of King Charles I of England. Join Tom Kenny 
of Kenny’s Bookshop and Gallery as he shares stories 
and images of old Galway pubs.   
Adults

Thursday 15 February, 11am – 12.30pm
MIDTERM WORKSHOP: Irish Marine Wonders
Ever wanted to know more about Ireland’s marine 
diversity? Join team members from Galway 
Atlantaquaria to learn about some of the animals and 
plants that live in the ocean around Ireland. Examine 
a range of biofacts and seaweeds, carry out a squid 
dissection and design your own camouflaged animal.
Age 7–12

 

Thursday 15 February, 2pm – 3.30pm
MIDTERM WORKSHOP: Caring for our Oceans
Join team members from Galway Atlantaquaria to learn 
about marine litter, over-fishing and how the ocean’s 
water quality is being affected by people. Explore 
what you can do to help protect our ocean, make water 
filters, examine the effects of ocean acidification and 
design a Save our Ocean poster.
Age 7–12

Friday 16 February, 12pm – 12.45pm
GUIDED TOUR: Bring your own Questions!
Does the Claddagh really have its own King? Who built 
the Spanish Arch? How did you get a Galway Hooker 
into the museum? Is that a skull or an ostrich egg? 
How heavy is the Great Mace? Why not join our special 
guided tour for families to learn about the museum and 
its fascinating objects. 
Family / Age 7+

Saturday 17 & 24 February and 3 & 10 March, 10am 
– 12pm 
WORKSHOP: Aran Knitting Course 
Ireland is renowned for its knitting and Galway is 
famed for its iconic cabled Aran sweaters. In fact, an 
Aran hand knit is currently on exhibition at the MOMA 
(Museum of Modern Art) in New York, taking its place 
on a  world stage alongside more than a hundred items 
considered powerful and enduring examples of 20th 
century clothing and accessory designs.

Join Anne Ó Máille of Ó Máille’s traditional clothing 
shop for a four-week knitting course at Galway City 
Museum for those who have intermediate skills. Hailed 
as the ‘Guardian of Aran Knitting’ by the Irish Times, 
Anne will lead participants from simple to more 
complex cabled patterns. 

Starting on Saturday 17 February, the course will take 
place over four Saturdays, from 10am to midday. The 
cost of the four-week course is ¤10, to cover the cost 
of needles and yarn. Places are strictly limited so early 
booking is essential. 
Adults

Saturday 24 February, 2.30pm – 3.30pm
ILLUSTRATED TALK: Galway’s Digital Heritage
The opening in 1971 by Digital Equipment Corporation 
(DEC), then the world’s second largest computer 
company, of its first overseas manufacturing plant at 
Mervue could be viewed as the beginning of modern 
Galway. Join Brendan Smith, curator of the Computer 
and Communications Museum of Ireland at NUI Galway, 
as he looks at the city’s proud technology heritage 
whilst providing a fascinating insight into some of the 
more iconic IT equipment used and sometimes produced 
in Galway over the last five decades.
Age 12+

March
Dé Sathairn 3 Márta, 10am – 5pm
BILEOG OIBRE: An Rud Is Fearr Liom
Beidh bileog oibre – An Rud Is Fearr Liom – le fáil ag an 
deasc fáilte. Féach thart ort sa mhúsaem agus freagair 
na ceisteanna. Bain sult as!  
Aois 7–12

Dé Céadaoin 7 Márta, 10am – 11pm 
CRUINNIÚ AGUS CAINT: Caifé Cultúr
An bhfuil spéis agat i gcúrsaí cultúir agus ealaíon? 
An bhfuil tú lonnaithe i nGaillimh? Má tá, bí linn do 
Sheachtain na Gaeilge 2018. 
Daoine Fásta

Aran Jumper at the MOMA. Courtesy of the NMI (National Folklife Collection)



Dé Sathairn, 10 Márta, 2.30pm – 3.30pm 
LÉACHT: An Béaloideas Beo
Le linn na cainte seo, tugann Ailbhe Nic Giolla 
Chomhaill spléachadh ar sheoda scéalaíochta agus 
seanchais as Dúiche Sheoigheach agus pléann sí 
na cúinsí a spreag bailitheoirí béaloidis as Co. na 
Gaillimhe, ar a n-áirítear Tomás Ó Máille, Seán Mac 
Giollarnáth agus Proinnsias de Búrca, a n-oidhreacht 
chultúrtha a thaifeadadh agus a chaomhnú i gcartlanna 
béaloidis do na glúnta a thiocfadh ina ndiaidh. 
Aois 12+

Saturday 17 March, 12pm – 12.45pm
GUIDED TOUR: Bring your own Questions!
Does the Claddagh really have its own King? Who built 
the Spanish Arch? How did you get a Galway Hooker 
into the museum? Is that a skull or an ostrich egg? 
How heavy is the Great Mace? Why not join our special 
guided tour for families to learn about the museum and 
its fascinating objects. 
Family / Age 7+

Thursday 22 March, 6pm – 7pm
ILLUSTRATED TALK: Quay Lane – the first 10,000 
years!
An exploration of the palaeobotany, archaeology and 
social history of a small Galway street – Quay Lane, 
off Quay Street – and its people with Dr.  Jim Higgins, 
Heritage Officer for Galway City. 
Age 12+

Saturday 24 March, 2.30pm – 3.30pm
ILLUSTRATED TALK: Galway in the National Folklore 
Collection
One of Europe’s largest archives of oral tradition and 
cultural history, the National Folklore Collection UCD 
was designated to the UNESCO Memory of the World 
Register in 2017. Join Claire Ní Dhubhcháin, Archivist 
with the National Folklore Collection, as she gives an 
overview of the collection before focusing on some of 
the highlights relating to Galway, city and county.   
Age 12+

Wednesday 28 March, 12pm – 12.45pm
GUIDED TOUR: Bring your own Questions!
Does the Claddagh really have its own King? Who built 
the Spanish Arch? How did you get a Galway Hooker 
into the museum? Is that a skull or an ostrich egg? 
How heavy is the Great Mace? Why not join our special 
guided tour for families to learn about the museum and 
its fascinating objects. 
Family / Age 7+

Thursday 29 March, 10.30am – 11.30am
EASTER WORKSHOP: Egg-citing STEM
Have you ever seen a tower built out of eggs? Do you 
think you could walk on eggs without cracking them? 
Brought to you by Toodlelou Science-Educator Lindsay 
Deely, this hands-on STEM workshop is an hour of fun 
and learning for little ones and their families. 
Ages 2–4 
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Toodlelou



Thursday 29 March, 12pm – 1pm
EASTER WORKSHOP: Egg-cellent Engineering 
Challenge
Egg shells are pretty delicate things ... so what does it 
take to build a structure that can hold one in mid-air? 
We’ll be putting on our engineering hats to design and 
build bridges and platforms from an array of materials 
and then putting them to the test! Brought to you by 
Toodlelou Science-Educator Lindsay Deely, this hands-
on STEM challenge workshop promises to be an hour of 
problem-solving, experimentation and fun for kids and 
their families.
Ages 5–8

Saturday 31 March, 2.30pm – 3.30pm
TALK: The Egg & Easter Food Traditions
Traditionally in Ireland, people did not eat eggs during 
the Lenten fast. So all eggs were used up, in pancakes 
and so on, on Shrove Tuesday before Lent, and on 
Easter Sunday people feasted on the accumulated 
eggs.  Join author Margaret Hickey as she tells the 
story of the humble egg in the Irish diet and the Easter 
connection, drawing on research for her forthcoming 
book, Ireland’s Green Larder.
Age 12+

April
Saturday 7 April, 2.30pm – 3.30pm 
ILLUSTRATED TALK: Lifeways of Gaelic Learned 
Families, c. 1200-1600 AD 
Professional learned families served the households 
of Gaelic and English-Irish lords in law, medicine, 
history, poetry, music and high-level crafts. By 
the sixteenth century there were hundreds of such 
families island-wide. Join Professor Liz FitzPatrick, NUI 
Galway, for an insight into the lives and work of these 
hereditary learned classes who were somewhat unique 
functionaries in European society of the time.
Age 12+

Saturday 14 April, 2.30pm – 3.30pm
ILLUSTRATED TALK: The Seven Virtues of the Rising
Described as his last important creative work, Pádraic Ó 
Conaire’s Seacht mBua an Éirí Amach (Seven Virtues of 
the Rising) is a collection of seven fictional stories set 
around the Easter Rising. On the centenary anniversary 
of its publication, join Brendan McGowan, Museum 
Education Officer, as he discusses the background to 
the book, which captures the then-changing political 
mood in Ireland. 
Age 12+

Eg
g-

ce
lle

nt
 E

ng
in

ee
ri

ng
Ir

el
an

d’
s 

Gr
ee

n 
La

rd
er

 b
y 

M
ar

ga
re

t 
H

ic
ke

y
Pádraic Ó Conaire, c. 1925



Saturday 21 April, 2.30pm – 3.30pm
ILLUSTRATED TALK: The 1918 Conscription Crisis in 
Co. Galway
In April 1918, as the Great War dragged on, the British 
Government attempted to impose conscription (military 
draft) in Ireland. The move was strongly opposed by 
trade unions, the Catholic Church and all nationalist 
parties. Join Dr Conor McNamara, NUI Galway, as he 
discusses the crisis and its far-reaching implications, 
with particular reference to Galway.
Age 12+

Saturday 28 April, 2.30pm – 3.30pm
ILLUSTRATED TALK: Lynch’s Castle
Guarding over the centre of medieval Galway, Lynch’s 
Castle belonged to the most powerful of the 14 ruling 
‘Tribes’ whose family members held the position of 
mayor 84 times between 1484 and 1654. Join Dr. 
Jim Higgins, Heritage Officer for Galway City, as he 
discusses the history and architecture of this iconic 
building, said to be the finest town castle in Ireland.
Age 12+

Exhibitions
2018 HAS BEEN DESIGNATED 
THE EUROPEAN YEAR OF 
CULTURAL HERITAGE. 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, THE 
MUSEUM WILL HOST A SERIES 
OF TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS 
TO CELEBRATE GALWAY’S 
DIVERSE CULTURAL HERITAGE. 

From January: ‘The Aran Islands – Another World’ by 
Bill Doyle
An exhibition by the Dublin photographer Bill Doyle 
(1926-2010) capturing life on the Aran Islands in the 
1970s. His Galway books include The Aran Islands: 
Another World (1999) and Island Funeral (2000). 

From March: ‘Old Salthill’ by Tom Kenny
A photographic exhibition by guest curator Tom Kenny 
of Kenny’s Bookshop and Gallery, who is well-known for 
his long-running and popular local history column, ‘Old 
Galway’, in the Galway Advertiser. 
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Aran Islanders. Courtesy of Bill Doyle

Aerial view of Salthill by Captain Morgan, 1953. Courtesy of the NLILynch’s Castle



From July: ‘Tom Molineaux (1784-1818) – the slave 
who fought his way to freedom’
Two hundred years ago, boxer Tom Molineaux died a 
pauper in the band room of a Galway barracks and was 
buried in Mervue. Born a slave on a Virginia plantation, 
Molineaux had boxed his way to freedom and crossed 
the Atlantic as American heavyweight champion to 
challenge the English and Irish title holders.  

From November: ‘The Markets of Galway’
A photographic exhibition highlighting the variety and 
vibrancy of markets operating in Galway City in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

For further details visit www.galwaycitymuseum.ie 

Recent Acquisitions 

17th Century Statue of Our Lady of Galway
Baroque-style, seventeenth-century wooden statue 
of Our Lady with the infant Jesus, known as Our Lady 
of Galway. Possibly of Italian origin, the statue was 
donated by the Dominican Sisters, Galway.  The statue 
is adorned with a much later jeweled crown and set of 
silver rosary beads.
The Dominicans established a convent in Galway 
in 1644. In 1652, with the surrender of Galway to 
Cromwellian forces, they left Galway to seek exile in 
Spain. They returned in 1686 and re-established a 
convent at Kirwan’s Lane, known as the ‘Slate Nunnery’, 
before moving to their present site at Taylor’s Hill in 
1845. This statue was used in the Slate Nunnery; its 
right hand being damaged during a fire there in 1842. 
The hand was repaired during conservation work on the 
statue in 2015.

Museum Reg. GCM2016:010
Location: Storage
You can now view our collections online at  
www.galwaycitymuseum.ie 
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How to Book:
For further information or to make a booking 
please contact Galway City Museum on  
(091) 532460.
Please note the following:
• Events are FREE of charge unless otherwise 

stated and all materials are supplied.
• Events must be booked in advance (except 

where stated).
• Places are limited so book early to avoid 

disappointment. 
• Please ensure you arrive in advance of the 

start time, otherwise your place may be 
reallocated. 

• If you have booked and are unable to attend 
please contact the museum as soon as possible 
so that your place may be reallocated. 

Contact:
Galway City Museum, Spanish Parade, Galway City.

Tel: (091) 532460
Email: museum@galwaycity.ie 
Website: www.galwaycitymuseum.ie

Mailing List:
If you wish to join our mailing list please contact the 
museum on (091) 532460 or  
email: museum@galwaycity.ie 

Opening Hours: 
Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 5pm
Sunday (summer only), 12pm to 5pm
Admission Free.

Children’s Activities:
Activity sheets for children in English and Irish - My 
Favourite Object / An Rud Is Fearr Liom - are available 
from Reception. A variety of other activity and 
colouring sheets are also available.

Photo by Kelvin Gilmore


